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Trustees' report
For the year ended 31 March 2025

1. Objectives and Activities
Object of Association
The objects of the Association are

a) toencourage scholarship, criticism, and appreciation of environmental literature, and of
the relationship between literature and the environment, in the United Kingdom (UK) and
the Republic of Ireland (Rol);

b) toencourage new writing in the UK and Rol that considers the environment and
environmental concerns;

c) toencourage scholarship, criticism, and appreciation of the relationship between
environmental literature and other creative forms.

Principal activities undertaken

In furtherance of its objectives, the Association engaged in the following main activities during
the year:

Held a postgraduate conference in Edinburgh in September 2024;
Produced further volumes of its journal Green Letters;
Held a series of online lectures and seminars;

PN

Held a full committee meeting in person and others online.

Public benefit

Although the Association is not currently a registered charity, it meets the definition of a public
benefit association as set out in Charity Commission guidance ‘Public benefit: the public
benefit requirement’ (PB1). In setting objectives and planning for activities, the Trustees have
given due consideration to general guidance published by the Charity Commission relating to
public benefit, including the guidance ‘Public benefit: running a charity (PB2)".

The trustees are currently working towards registering the Association as a charity. A new
constitution that meets Charity Commission guidelines has been drafted and will be presented
to the Association’s General Meeting in August 2025. Assuming that the GM adopts the new
constitution and an accompanying resolution to register as a charity, a registration application
will be submitted to the Commission in Autumn 2025.



Review of Activities and Financial Position

The Executive Committee was pleased with the activities arranged and managed by the
Association during the year. The Committee met once in person and twice online, and the
Trustees met online from time to time to review progress on action points agreed in Committee
meetings. The Postgraduate and Early Career Conference held at the University of Edinburgh in
September 2024 was well attended and well received. We are now planning for an all-member
conference at the University of Galway in August 2025. We published three issues of Green
Letters in this financial year, at a cost to the Association of £2,721.04, but received in turn
royalties of £2,582.36 from our publisher Taylor and Francis.

No personal awards and prizes were awarded between 1 April 2024 and 31 March 2025. Awards
and prizes are currently tied to the biennial all-member conference. We will make awards in

2025/26 which will be announced at the conference in Galway in August 2025.

The total final amount awarded to the organisers of the Postgraduate and Early Career
Conference held at the University of Edinburgh in September 2024 was £1,552.99.

The movement in funds over the year is set out in the statement of financial activities.

The Association’s unrestricted reserves at 31 March 2025 amounted to £33,182.64 and
restricted reserves were £324.61 making total reserves of £33,507.25.

Enquiries about the Association should be addressed to the Secretary, Dr Emily McGiffin:
asleuki@gmail.com

2. Financial Review

Going concern

After making appropriate enquiries, the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that the
Association has adequate resources to continue operating for the foreseeable future. For this
reason, they continue to adopt the going concern basis in preparing the financial statements.
Reserves policy

The Trustees ensures reserves are sufficient to meet the costs of the Association, including the
costs of our conferences, journal, website, seminars, and necessary expenses, for not less than

12 months.

The Trustees consider the financial position of the Association at 31 March 2025 to be
satisfactory.



Structure, governance and management

a. Constitution

The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, UK and Ireland, is an
unincorporated association. Arevised constitution was drafted by the Association and
approved at a General Meeting of the Association on 4 September 2019.

b. Methods of appointment or election of Trustees

The Trustees

The Trustees of the Association during the year were:

President: Professor Samantha Walton (resigned 1 December 2024)
Acting President: Dr John Miller (from 1 December 2024)
Vice-President: Dr John Miller (to 1 December 2024)

Treasurer: Professor Brycchan Carey

Secretary: Dr Jasmin Kirkbride (resigned 1 December 2024)
Secretary: Dr Emily McGiffin (from 1 December 2024)

The Trustees are elected at a Biennial General Meeting (BGM) and are eligible for re-election up
to three times, except for the President, who normally serves for one four-year term, and the
Vice-President, who becomes President after two years and reverts to a two-year term as Vice-
President after having served as President.

Following the resignation of the President and Secretary on 1 December 2024 for unrelated
personal reasons, and following procedures set out in our constitution, the Vice-President Dr
John Miller assumed the role of Acting President until the next BGM in August 2025 and Dr Emily
McGiffin was appointed Secretary by chair’s action, subject to election at the BGM in August
2025.

The Executive Committee

In addition to the Trustees, the following individuals were also members of the Executive
Committee during the year:

Dr Mandy Bloomfield (Ordinary Member)

Dr Todd Borlik (Membership Secretary; resigned 1 August 2024)

Dr Ashley Cahillane (2025 Conference Organizer)

Dr Alexandra Campbell (Editor, Green Letters)

Professor Hugh Dunkerley (Activism Officer)

Dr Vera Fisbian (Website and Media)

Professor Richard Kerridge (Outreach and Creative Writing Liaison)

Dr Rosie Paice (Funding Officer to 1 August 2024, Membership Secretary from 1 August 2024)



Dr Sam Solnick (Ordinary Member)
Mr David Tierney (PG/ECR Rep, EDI)
Ms Demi Wilton (PG/ECR Rep, EDI)

Statement of Trustees' responsibilities

The Trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees' report and the financial statements in
accordance with applicable law.

Although the Association is not yet a registered charity, the Trustees are mindful of the law
applicable to charities in England and Wales that requires the Trustees to prepare financial
statements for each financial year which record fully its income and expenditure for that period.
In preparing these financial statements, the Trustees are mindful of the need to:

e select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently;

e make judgments and accounting estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

e prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to
presume that the Charity will continue in operation.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping adequate accounting records that are sufficient to
show and explain the Association’s transactions and disclose with reasonable accuracy at any
time the financial position of the Association. They are also responsible for safeguarding the
assets of the Association and hence for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and
detection of fraud and other irregularities. As far as is appropriate for an unregistered
association, the Trustees aim to ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities
Act 2011 and the Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008.

Approved by order of the Trustees and signed on their behalf by:

Professor Brycchan Carey
Treasurer

H %

Date: 11 August 2025



The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, UK and Ireland

Statement of financial activities for the year ended 31 March 2025

Income from:

Donations, sponsorship. and legacies
Donations

Charitable activities
Membership
Royalties
Conferences
Raffles
Other

Investments

Total income

Expenditure on:

Charitable activities
Committee Expenses
Awards
Prizes
Green Letters
IT
Postgraduate Conference
Speaker Fees
PayPal Fees
Other

Total expenditure

Net (expenditure)/income

Note

DN O bW

10
11

12
2,3,5
13

Unrestricted Restricted
funds funds

2025 2025

£ £

3.00

10,525.00 -
2,582.36
5,850.00 -

28.10 -

18,988.46

1,762.73 -

2,721.04 -
155.15 -
5,396.80 -
150.00 -
611.26 -
517.05 -

11,314.03 -

7,634.43 -

The notes on pages 10 to 12 form part of these financial statements.

Total
funds
2025

3.00

10,525.00
2,582.36
5,850.00

28.10

18,988.46

1,762.73

2,721.04
155.15
5,396.80
150.00
611.26
517.05

11,314.03

7,634.43

Total
funds
2024

33.00

8,410.46
3,550.44
2,320.21

119.00

14,433.11

1,025.60
1,000.00
358.23
4,245.00
609.24
1,836.00
301.64
311.33
14.05

9,701.09

4732.02



The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, UK and Ireland

Balance sheet on 31 March 2025

2025 2024
Note £ £
Current assets 1.3
Current Account 12,623.45 25,184.37
Deposit Account 20,000.00 -
PayPal 883.80 582.16
Total current assets 33,507.25 25,766.53
Movement in funds - surplus or (deficit) 7740.72 4970.61
Assignment of Funds 1.4
Restricted funds:

Raffle Award Fund 2 324.61 324.61
Designated funds - -
Unrestricted funds 33,182.64 25,441.92
Total funds 33,507.25 25,766.53

The financial statements were approved and authorised for issue by the Trustees and signed on

their behalf by:

Professor Brycchan Carey
Treasurer

i
74

Date: 11 August 2025

The notes on pages 10 to 12 form part of these financial statements.



The Association for the Study of Literature and Environment, UK and Ireland

Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 31 March 2025

1. Accounting policies
1.1 Basis of preparation of financial statements
The accounts have been prepared on the Receipts and Payments basis in British Sterling.
The Association meets the definition of a public benefit association as set out in Charity Commission
guidance PB1. Although the Association is not yet registered as a charity, the financial statements
have as far as is appropriate and possible been prepared in accordance with Charity Commission
guidance CC15d and CC16.
Accounts are scrutinised by the Association’s Executive Committee and presented to a general
meeting of the Association for approval. The Association’s total gross income for 2024/25 was
£18,988.46, below the threshold of £25,000 where appointing independent examiners becomes a
legal requirement. However, to follow best practice and to prepare for the future, Dr Catherine Rose
Evans was appointed as an independent examiner and her report is appended.

1.2 Income and expenditure

Allincome, including from membership fees and interest, is recognised on the date that the
Association has received the income in an account registered to the Association.

All expenditure is recognised on the date that the funds are debited from an account registered to the
Association.

All expenditure is inclusive of irrecoverable VAT.

1.3 Current assets

Current assets are the sum total of all funds in accounts held by the Association.

1.4 Designation of funds

General funds are unrestricted funds which are available for use at the discretion of the Trustees in
furtherance of the general objectives of the Association and which have not been designated for other
purposes.

Restricted funds comprise the Raffle Award Fund.

Investment income, gains, and losses are allocated to the appropriate fund.

2. Income from donations, raffles, and legacies

All donations received in this financial year were made through PayPal. Gross donations were £3.00.
PayPal fees were £0.39. The net amount received in the current account was £2.61.
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A raffle is customarily held at the ASLE-UKI Biennial Conference. Proceeds from the raffle are
restricted funds and can only be used towards student bursaries at future conferences. Raffle money
collected in 2023 will fund bursaries at the 2025 conference.

No income from legacies was received in this financial year.

3. Income from membership

Membership fees are mainly paid via PayPal and incur PayPal fees. A small number of members pay by
direct cash transfer which incur no fees. In both cases, there may be variation in both the gross and
net amount received from overseas members due to currency fluctuations and differing PayPal fees.

There may be a discrepancy in any given year between the amount received in the PayPal account and
the amount transferred from PayPal to the current account. The financial statements record actual
gross fees received in the PayPal account during the year. Fees are accounted for under expenditure

2024/25 2023/24

£ £

Membership fees paid gross to PayPal 10,240.00 8,125.00
Membership fees paid gross to Current Account 310.00 285.46
Total gross membership fees 10,525.00 8,410.46
PayPal fees applied to membership payments (440.68) (307.07)
Total net income from membership fees 10,084.32 8,103.39

4. Income from royalties

Royalty payments are paid by the Association’s publisher Taylor and Francis in respect of sales of the

Association’s journal Green Letters.

5. Income and expenditure from conferences

The Association subsidises the costs of running the biennial Postgraduate Conference to keep
registration fees below market value as a benefit to attendees. Although income was in surplus by

£282.21in 2024/25, total expenditure over 2 years was £1552.99 in deficit as intended.

Gross income from registration fees 5,850.00
PayPal fees for registration fees (170.19)
Expenditure carried over from 2023/24 (1,836.00)
Expenditure in current year (5,396.80)
Total expenditure (7,402,99)
Conference surplus or (deficit) (1,552.99)

6. Other income

The £28.10 relates to a small sum repaid to the account in respect of a sum withdrawn in error from

PayPal in the previous accounting year.
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7. Income from investment

There was no investment income in this financial year. The Association opened a deposit account
active from 3 March 2025 and expects income from interest in the next financial year.

8. Trustee remuneration and expenses
During the year ended 31 March 2024, no Trustees received any remuneration or other benefits (2024 -
£NIL). Expenses totalling £1,762.73 were reimbursed or paid directly to 9 committee members (2024 -
£1,025.60 to 7 committee members). The expenses related to travel costs and postage. The
Association has no employees.

9. Expenditure on prizes and awards

The Association currently operates a biennial prize and award round to coincide with the Association’s
Biennial Conference. No prizes or awards were therefore made in 2024/25. (2024 - £1,358.23).

10. Expenditure on Green Letters
Green Letters is the Association’s journal, published on our behalf by Taylor and Francis. In 2024/25,
publishing fees and other costs totalled £2721.04. (2024 - £4245.00). No payments were made in
respect of editorial assistance in this year.

11. Expenditure on IT

Expenditure on IT in 2023/34 consisted of website security (£71.86) and a WordPress form plugin
(£83.29) to a total of £155.15. (2024 — £609.24).

12. Expenditure on Speaker Fees
The Association remunerates creative writers not employed by a Higher Education or similar
Institution at rates recommended by the Society of Authors. In 2024/25, one speaker received a total
of £150.00 (2024 - £301.64)

13. Other expenditure
Other expenditure includes £503.00 booking and catering fees for the Executive Committee awayday

meeting in London in March 2024, and a refund of £14.05 in respect of a sum withdrawn in error from
PayPal in the previous accounting year and then repaid twice in error (see also note 6).
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@ CHARITY COMMISSION Independent examiner's report on the
accounts

FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Report to the trustees

Association for the Study of Literature and the Environment (UK &
Ireland)

On accounts for the | 2025 Charity
year ended no (if any)

Setouton pages | 1

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity (“the Trust”) for the year ended 05/04/2025

. As the charity's trustees, you are responsible for the preparation of the
Responsibilities and ) ) ] .
accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011

basis of report
(“the Act”).

| report in respect of my examination of the Trust’s accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, |
have followed all the applicable Directions given by the Charity
Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.
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Independent examiner's
statement

I have completed my examination. | confirm that no material matters
have come to my attention in connection with the examination which

gives me cause to believe that in, any material respect:

e the accounting records were not kept in accordance with section

130 of the Charities Act; or

e the accounts did not accord with the accounting records; or

e the accounts did not comply with the applicable requirements
concerning the form and content of accounts set out in the
Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 other than any
requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair’ view which is
not a matter considered as part of an independent examination.

| have no concerns and have come across no other matters in
connection with the examination to which attention should be drawn
in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the

accounts to be reached.

* Please delete the words in the brackets if they do not apply.

Date:

Signed: C ) M

13/10/2025

Name: | Dr Catherine Rose Evans

Relevant professional | University of Exeter
qualification(s) or body
(if any):

Address: | 12 Grenham Avenue, Manchester M25 9TU
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