MA/MSc Environmental
Sciences and Humanities

www.uea.ac.uk/phi

MA/MSc Environmental Sciences and Humanities
An original interdisciplinary one-year Master’s course, the MA/MSc Environmental Sciences and
Humanities combines approaches from the sciences and humanities, in order to consider and reflect
on our relationship with the natural world. It brings together researchers in the environmental sciences,
philosophy, history and literature to develop new ways of thinking about environmental change and
social transitions, and to analyse the strengths and weaknesses of these different approaches.
The University and Schools of Study

In-depth study

In a world in which environmental
consideration is gradually being recognised
as integral to all human concerns, this course
aims to initiate and foster fundamental
academic inquiry as well as encouraging
practical and effective action.

The interdisciplinary approach of the MA/MSc
Environmental Sciences and Humanities
is central to what makes it such a great
opportunity both for recent graduates from
the human, social and natural sciences,
and for professionals from within the
environmental sector.

The University of East Anglia houses a
world-leading School of Environmental
Sciences, together with internationally
recognised expertise in the environmental
social sciences and emerging environmental
humanities.
The Master’s in Environmental Sciences and
Humanities is unique in bringing together
this range of expertise to train the next
generation of leaders, researchers, activists
and citizens.
The course lecturers and tutors are keen
to share their extensive experience in
bringing environmental thought to life,
and with the university fast becoming an
institution that not only preaches but
practices sustainability in academia, you
will not find a comparable programme in
the United Kingdom, nor likely worldwide.

With the University of East Anglia being
world-renowned for its involvement in the
environmental sciences, the course is the
ideal gateway for anyone who wants to turn
a passion for the natural world and concern
for the future of humanity into a career in
sectors including conservation, the media,
government, non-governmental organisations,
research and education.
Like any Master’s programme, there will be
a great deal of new information to process
in a short period of time. However, students
will find they are offered significant support
during the course. There is a strong sense
of community throughout the university,
and the course provides continuing close
interaction between students and staff from
the participating Schools, in particular in the
format of a joint research seminar.

The course begins with an intensive
full-time induction week, which forms part
of a year-long unit, designed to support
students throughout the course by providing
the necessary context for reflecting on
interdisciplinary approaches to environmental
studies. This unit does not aim to substitute
the long training required for mastery of each
discipline, but to build awareness of different
methods and expectations that the disciplines
covered in the course employ.
The course is then arranged around three
semester-long core modules, each of which
pursues an integrated approach to a key area
of environmental studies and is taught jointly
by staff members of the participating Schools.
All three of these modules are new units
that are tailored specifically to the MA/MSc
Environmental Sciences and Humanities.
Students will also choose one further
module from a range offered by the
participating Schools and will undertake
a supervised dissertation project over the
summer period.
Students can approach any willing member
of staff to supervise this dissertation and
negotiate an appropriate topic with him or her.

Course profile
The course is structured around three semester-long core modules, which explore key areas of environmental thought:
– Module 1 examines how different narratives of past environmental changes are being used to shape different environmental policy futures.
– Module 2 explores how to deal with uncertainty and risk, analysing the theoretical and practical significance of these concepts.
– Module 3 is concerned with different conceptions of the value of nature and how those conceptions can be reconciled, ranging from economic
to aesthetic and ethical evaluation.
Other modules:
– One module chosen from a range of options offered by the participating Schools.
– A year-long unit investigating interdisciplinary approaches to environmental studies.
– A supervised dissertation project.

Here’s what leading opinion formers have to say about
the course:
“What an ambitious and impressive course this is. Timely, in
that it has joined the small number of other new MAs in the
country that approach ideas of ‘nature’ from the perspective
of cultural environmentalism. And unique: no other course
combines ‘hard’ environmental science, philosophy,
literature, and policy analysis in this way.”
Robert Macfarlane, Travel and Nature Writer, and Lecturer in
English Literature, University of Cambridge
“There are no environmental solutions to environmental
problems, only social and economic ones. If we are to
succeed in tackling the greatest challenges of our age,
then it will be necessary to produce thinkers with the more
rounded perspectives needed to deal with environmental
challenges in their modern - and multi-disciplinary - context.
A course like this one has therefore been long overdue. No
one yet offers training of this kind apart from UEA, and so
I am sure that that this Masters is going to make a major
impact, and quickly.”
Tony Juniper, campaigner, writer and sustainability advisor,
and former Head of Friends of the Earth
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